NJDOT’s Capital Program and Reauthorization 
of the Transportation Trust Fund Announced 


On January 6, Governor Chris Christie put 
forward a Transportation Capital Plan for the next 
five years that will improve critical infrastructure 
throughout New Jersey and begin to end the state’s 
long overreliance on debt to finance transportation 
projects. The plan decreases borrowing while 
increasing “pay as you go” cash funding of 
transportation projects in each of the next five years. 
It does so without increasing any taxes or creating 
new taxes. 

“Today, we are continuing to put New Jersey 
on the path towards fiscal health and proposing a 
sensible and responsible plan that prioritizes vital 
transportation projects, while limiting the already- 
heavy debt burden carried by the taxpayers of our 
state,” said Governor Christie. “We are putting 
forward a Transportation Capital Plan that meets our 
infrastructure needs and responsibly manages the 
debt incurred by taxpayers.” 

The Christie Plan over five years consists of cash 
contributions from the General Fund and the New 
Jersey Turnpike Authority, bonding and $1.8 billion in 
projects requested by the Governor to be undertaken 
by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey 
(PANYN)J) in conjunction with the State Department 
of Transportation. As a result, the state will be able to 
provide $1.6 billion each year for five years for much- 
needed transportation projects throughout New Jersey, 


Pay As You Go Funding Increases By 
1,600 Percent Over 5 Years 


Plan Provides S605M PAYGO in FY16 Compared to $38M in FY11 
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*Does not include $1.815 billion of PANYNJ funds used for capital projects. 


including $672 million for NJ TRANSIT capital needs and 
$200 million per year for local government projects. 

The former plan, which is about to expire, began 
in Fiscal Year 2007 and provided $8 billion ($1.6 billion 
per year) for transportation projects, including $200 
million per year for local government projects. Annual 
expenditures were allowed to outstrip gas tax and other 
revenues, to the point where the recurring state revenues 
are now needed to cover debt service, with no money 
available to fund new transportation projects. 

The Christie Transportation Capital Plan begins 
to reverse this irresponsible practice. Over each of 
the next five years the Christie Plan will increase cash 
contributions used to fund transportation projects while at 
the same time decreasing the use of borrowing. 

The Christie Plan includes approximately $1.8 billion 
in “pay as you go” cash contributions growing from a 
nominal amount under the former plan to over $600 
million by the end of the five-year term. This represents 
a substantial increase in the amount of cash financing 
(1,600% over five years) and is a marked departure from 
the previous policy of borrowing money and running up 
debt. 

The Governor has asked the PANYNJ to undertake 
the following critically important transportation projects 
in the Port District that link the Holland Tunnel and the 
Port: 
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Pulaski Skyway; The Christie Plan also includes the sixth successive 
e Wittpenn Bridge: The Route 7 Wittpenn bridge is reauthorization of the Transportation Trust Fund. Trust 
a major connector in Kearny between Routes 139 —- Fund borrowing is backed by State appropriations from 


and 1&9 Truck to the east, and the NJ Turnpike constitutionally dedicated revenue streams (from the 
Interchange 15W to the west; Motor Fuels Tax, the Petroleum Products Gross Receipts 

e Route 139: Route 139 links the Holland Tunnel, Tax, and the Sales and Use Tax). Since the voters 
Routes 1&9 Truck, the I-78 NJ Turnpike extension, approved the constitutional dedications, there is no legal 
and local roadways in Jersey City and Hoboken; requirement for additional voter approval under the Debt 


e Portway New Road: The proposed roadway will Limitation Clause. Instead, the Legislature establishes 
connect St. Paul’s Avenue along the CSX railroad —_ bonding authority (i.e. authority to borrow up to a 
crossing over New County Road and terminating — specified amount) and makes annual appropriations from 
at Secaucus Road in Jersey City. constitutionally dedicated revenues. 


NJDOT Ewing has new paving 


Over the week of December 10, The NJDOT Ewing parking 
lots were crack sealed, milled, striped and paved. The project was = Comniener 
spearheaded by the combined efforts of Al Brenner, Charles Laurita and : James S. Simpson 
Kenneth Lane. The inspectors included Dave Divalerio for milling and BP The Transporter is published for the employees 


crack sealing, Paul Craddock for paving and Chris Todaro for apu NS: eee Beh te eae 
The contractors were Schifano construction. .—a It is written and designed by the 
Communications Office, 
Main Office Building, 
PO Box 600, 
Trenton, NJ 08625. 


Lt. Governor 
Kim Guadagno 


For story ideas, e-mail 
Frances McCrory, frances.mccrory@dot.state.nj.us 
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Glenn Catana, Graphic Artist; 
Tim Greeley 
and Support Staff. 
Address changes: 609.530.2127 
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NJIDOT instrumental 


Construction will soon begin on 
the New Jersey portion of a network 
of urban street trails in Camden 
and Philadelphia, thanks to the 
“Generating Recovery by Enhancing 
Active Transportation in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey” (GREAT-PA/NJ) 
project, that is funded by a 
$23 million Transportation Investment 
Generating Economic Recovery 
(TIGER) grant, a program that was 
included in the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act “to promote 
innovative, multi-modal and multi- 
jurisdictional transportation projects 
that provide significant economic 
and environmental benefits to an 
entire metropolitan area, region or the 
nation.” 

This GREAT-PA/ NJ project 
will increase accessibility between 
Camden and Philadelphia by 
construction of 10 street trail segments 
to connect bicycle and pedestrian 
networks with improvements to 
sidewalks, landscaping, lighting and 
street bike lanes. Camden County 
will use $5.8 million of the grant 
to complete its three segments and 
Philadelphia will use $17.2 million 
to complete its seven segments. 


Left to right: Bert Gonzales, Arun Kumar, Dave Reimer, Sal Mikhael, Vijesh Darji, 


Lauren Coe and Frank Mckee 


The Camden improvements 
consist of the Pearl Street Bicycle / 
Pedestrian Enhancement, Martin 
Luther King Waterfront Connection 
and the Pine Street Greenway. 
Thanks to close collaboration 
between the United States 
Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA), New Jersey Department 
of Transportation, Camden County, 
and Cooper’s Ferry Development 
Association (CFDA), the New 
Jersey portion of the GREAT-PA/ 
NJ project was developed in time 


Camden TIGER Grant ‘Segments 


| a TIGER Grant Trails” 
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to secure federal funding obligation 
on 12/22/2010 under full FHWA 
oversight, and five months ahead of 
schedule while other work efforts 
were maintained. 

NJDOT employees closely 
involved in this project include 
Richard Cloward, Elkins Green, 
Shukri Abuhuzeima, Mike Russo, 
Elise Bremer-Nei, Sheree Davis, and 
Local Aid District 4 TIGER project 
members Vijesh Darji, Arun Kumar, 
Lauren Coe, Bert Gonzales, Frank 
Mckee, Dave Reimer with lead 
project management by Sal Mikhael. 

Special thanks are also due 
to Keith Skilton from FHWA, 

Jake Gordon from CFDA and 
Michelle Hughes from New Jersey 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (NJDEP), and numerous 
officials from the City of Camden, 
Delaware River Port Authority 
(DRPA), Rutgers University-Camden 
and Victory Temple Community 
Church. 

“The project exemplifies a 
multi-jurisdictional and public- 
private collaboration that will 
provide the Camden-Philadelphia 
region with safe and seamless 
connectivity via a series of integrated 
multi-use pathways,” said NJDOT 
Commissioner James Simpson. 
“NJDOT is proud to be a part of 
this unique effort that will enhance 
the quality of life for residents 
throughout the entire region.” 


NJDOT reports fire at local business 


During field inspection of the I-295 northbound resurfacing and 
concrete pavement repair in Oldsman Township on on December 29, 
2010, NJDOT employees Michael Large and Carl Davis observed a 
fire at the body shop of 100 Pennsville —Auburn Road in Pedricktown. 
Thanks to their swift actions — the employees alerted the owner, who 
was in his office at the time unaware of the fire, and told him about the 
flames shooting through the building’s roof. Carl Davis immediately 


called 911 and prevented the loss of his business, property and life. 


Davis Large 


NJIDOT Book Club posts 2011 Book List 


The NJDOT Book Club 
kicked off on January 5 with a 
spirited discussion on December’s 
selection, “The Shack” by William 
Young. 

All NJDOT employees are 
encouraged to join. Meetings 
to discuss the month’s book are 
held over lunch, at noon, on the 
last Wednesday of the month, in 
Training Room A on the 2™ floor of 
the E&O building. 

The following list includes the 


discussion dates for the book listed: 


WY: 4 


Come 
hake It Up! 
with PEDI 


February 3rd 
12pm - 2pm 
in the Multi-Purpose 
Room 


Come meet the new 
PEDI Committee and 
enjoy some light 
refreshments, a raffle 
and perhaps a 
new mentor 

or mentee. 
Looking forward 
to seeing 

you there! 


Reading List for 2011 

Jan. 5 The Shack by William P. Young 
Jan. 26 The Ox-Bow Incident by 
Walter Van Tilburg Clark 


Feb. 23 Behind Church Doors by 
Sylvia Brown-Roberts Signing and 
Discussion with the Author 


March 23 Mountains beyond 
Mountains by Tracy Kidder 
April 27 Thurber Carnival 
by James Thurber 


May 25 True Grit by Charles Portis 


June 22 If I Stay by Gayle Forman 
July 27 The Help by Kathryn 
Stockett 


August 31 A Visit from the Goon 
Squad by Jennifer Egan 


Sept. 28 Open 
Oct. 26 Open 
Nov. 30 Open 


Dec. 21 Ben Hur by Lew Wallace 

Those interested in joining may 
come to the next meeting or contact 
Sue Leedom at 5-2618 or Kathy 
Stewart at 5-2943 


Obituaries 


Retiree Mary Anne Stewart passed away on 
October 29, 2010. She began her career at NJDOT 
with the Trenton Central High School Co-op 
Program during her junior year. She continued 
working for the Department for 38 years before 
retiring in 2006 as a Principal Clerk Typist for the 
Facilities Division in Ewing. She is survived by 


her daughter, Alicia Stewart-Gray; her brother, 


William Wright; her two sisters, Doris and Patricia; 
and a host of family and friends. 

John A. “Jack” Hila Sr. passed away on 
December 27, 2010. He was a former Deputy 
Attorney General and outside counsel to the 
NJDOT. He is survived by his wife, Carol; 
his daughter, Melissa; his son, John Jr.; his 
grandchildren, Greta, Maci, Jeanine and Robert; 
and many other family and friends. 


